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Box No. I Basfs e rf tin opinion 

1 . With regard to the tengu age, this opinion has been established on the basis of ihe international application in 
the language in which ir .as field, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has bet n established on tne basis ot a translation from the original language- into the following 
language , which s the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Ruies 12.3 a id 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any r; jcii otide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claims invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence t stin j 

□ table(s) related t the sequence lls:ing 

b. format ot rnateriei 

□ in written format 

□ in computer read ibie form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

□ contained in :h<? "ternationaf application as filed. 

□ filed togethet wit! the international application in computer readable torn). 

□ furnished suusec -.ently lo this Authority tor the purposes of search. 

3. D in addition, in this ca ie that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and&r table relating thereto 

has been filed or fur ished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to ihat in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, ss 
appropriate, wers fu nished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II Priority 



1 . S : The following d:cur, ent has not been f jrnisnec": 

IS copy of the : ariier application whose priority has been ciairrir?a (Ruic* 43£/s.1 and 6b.7.;a)). 

□ translation o the earlier application whose priority has been ciatmed (Rule 43£>/s.1 anc 66.7(b)). 

Consequently II nas not oeen possible to consider the vanity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless b@-3n € -tablishec on the assumotion that the relevant cista is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has be? n established as if no priority had beer, ciaimeo due to :he fact tnat the priority claim 

has been found inve id {Rules and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the Internationa! 

filing date indicated ibove is considered tc be the relevant dats. 

j Additional observations, ' necessary: 



Box No. V Reasc i&d statement under Rule 43&/s.1(a)(i) with regard to ncveliy, inventive step or 
ind ustrial applicab l ity; citations and explanations supporting such state ment 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-10 



inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-10 



Industrial applicability r A 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-10 



2. Citations and explanaticr • 



see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned stater. nor t with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citnitic is and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made U the following documents: 
Dl: US 6 531 26c- Be 
D2: WO 02 057386 / 

The document US 6 531 263 B2 (D1 ), which is considered to represent the most 
relevant state of the ; .rt, discloses a photopciymerizabie composition {see claims i -7} 
which comprises: 

(a) a mixture of them opiastic-elastomeric copolymers (i.e. siyrene-isoorene-styrene 
(SIS) and styrene-bu adiene-styrene (SBS), 

(b) ethylenicaliy u isa :jrated monomers, 

(c) a photoinitiator, a id 

(d) a plasticizer. 

The subject-matter o present claim 1 differs from D1 in that component (a) is a 
thermoplastic-elastor leric S(I/B)S copolymer, wherein Isoprene (!) and butadiene (3) 
are incorporated hto :he elastcmeric biock, which S(I/3)S copolymer further has a 
collection of features as recited in present claim 1. 

The subject-matter o claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2; PCT). 

The problem to be sc ^ed by the present invention may be regarded as the provision of 
a photopoiymerizabl" : composition which shows an improved comoination of 
processing stability, l< w melt viscosity and transparency while the flexographic printing 
plate derived from i1 i Iso shows an improved comoination o? transparency and Shore A 
hardness (see page : , paragraph 12, of the present description). 

The solution to thi s d\ ;>blem proposed in claim .1 of the present application is 
considered as Invoivi; g an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 

The tests described ii Table 7 on page 1 6 of the present description clearly show that 
the present specific tf ermoplastic-elastomeric copolymers give transparent rubber 
plates, as compared 1 > plates made from a mixture of thermcpiastic-elastomersc 
styrene-isoprene-styr. *ne and st y re ne-but adiene-styrene block copolymers. The content 
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of Table 8 on pace 1 also demonstrates the superior transparency of the S(i/E)S 
based photosensitive compositions, as compared to formulations based on mixture c»: 
SIS with SBS polyrv. rs. 

Although document • \fO 02 057386 A (D2) already suggested the use the present 
specific thermopiasti :-elastomeric S{I/B)S copolymer in the preparation of printing 
plates, the latter cloc iment only mentioned that these "copolymers combine nicety in 
one molecule the ad vantages of each individual grade", said advantages of the S(!/B)S 
copolymer being ctef ted with respect to the reiative hardness and UV reactivity of the 
individual SBS ard 5 IS copolymers (see page 11, lines 20-35, and cage 12, lines 1-4). 

On the other hand, C 2 is totally silent about transparency ot the fiexcgraphic printing 
plate. Since nothing las been found in D2, which would have led tne skilled person tc 
use the present S(I'E )S copolymer in crder to improve transparency of the printing 
plate ; the subject .-ms :ter of present claim 1 can be considerec as involving an inventive 
step. 

Claims 2-10 are cep< ndent on claim 1 and as such alsc meet the requirements of the 
PCT with respect to i ovelty and inventive step. 
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